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Thursday 5th February 2009

Dear Member Associations,
In the interests of increased member engagement in response to Government inquiries, we are sending you this letter as a request for your urgent response on some matters related to PACFA’s role in the Medicare Benefits Scheme and the NSW Government Registration changes, including other information that requires a deadline. Please find attached the relevant information to inform you on our request.
PACFA eNews

PACFA would like to inform you that the next newsletter is due out in February. If you have any news or material that you would like to include in this edition please note that the deadline is next Friday 13th February. Please send your material to Rosemary Watkins, PACFA eNews editor via email: rosem.bftc@westnet.com.au, and please send all your advertising to Sam Noyes, email: sam@pacfa.org.au.

Medicare Benefits Review
Evaluation of the Better Access to Psychiatrists, Psychologists and GP’s through the Medicare Benefits Schedule Initiative from the Department of Health and Ageing. Philip Armstrong, CEO of ACA and Dr Colin Benjamin CEO of PACFA will be meeting with Dr Sven Richer at the PACFA office to respond to the attached brief ( KPMG doc), for which we need answers. If you or any of your members have been affected by any issues in relation to the MBS regarding counselors and Psychotherapists, we would like to hear from you. It is good to note that on page 3 both PACFA and ACA have been recognized as key stakeholders in DHA’s evaluation. It is therefore very important that we reply. 

Public Health (General) Amendment (Health Practitioners) Regulation 2008
Please find attached the letter from NSW Health regarding the amendment to Health Practitioners Regulation (Health Practitioner Regulations doc). PACFA is asking that you read this letter and pass this information on to your members.

“Australian Dreaming COMING TOGETHER”Joint ACA – PACFA Conference 2009
Please find attached the call for papers for the joint ACA and PACFA Conference to be held in October in Canberra this year. There will be a joint panel of independent referees chaired by the CEO’s of PACFA and ACFA and a Review Panel consisting of:
Dr Travis Gee - Research papers

Dr Clive Jones - Counselling/Psychotherapy

Dr Kaali Cargill   - Counselling/Psychotherapy

Dr Ione Lewis - Counselling/Psychotherapy

Dr Brian Sullivan - Counselling Psychotherapy

Lyndall Briggs – Hypnotherapy
The deadline for these papers is the 31st March. 

We would greatly appreciate your response to the above issues by the deadlines indicated.

Regards,

Caroline Lindsay

PACFA Register Administrator
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