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Association of Transpersonal and
Emotional Release Counsellors

The Hon Kevin Rudd MP
Prime Minister
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600
7th April, 2008
Dear Prime Minister,
We, the Management Committee of the Association of Transpersonal and Emotional Release Counsellors Inc. write to congratulate you and express our Association’s support for your historic address given to Parliament on February 13, in which you moved, “That today we honour the indigenous peoples of this land, the oldest continuing cultures in human history.”   You sought for the nation to honour our indigenous peoples, by offering an apology for past decisions and actions, and by naming a great stain on our nation’s soul.  In saying “sorry”, you touched something buried deep in the soul of our people – at the heart we are one and dishonouring each other causes so much grief and alienation.  We wish to express the grief of our own members at the sorrow, harm and loss in the indigenous peoples in this country.  

As counsellors our lives are committed to nurturing people whose lives are broken and to support new growth and confidence by honouring the dignity inherent in people.  We were deeply moved by the vision of such large crowds of people respectfully receiving this apology in the spirit in which it was offered as part of the healing of the nation.  What a wonderful opportunity for peoples to become reconciled to their past in order to embrace their future. 

In what ever possibilities are open to us as professional counsellors, we wish to support what you began on February 13.    Our first step is also to say “sorry” and to express our respect for indigenous peoples, their cultures and ancient heritage.  Secondly where possible we will offer counselling services to them.  Thirdly and most importantly we are dedicated to our ongoing personal work, to unearth, bring into light, and reconcile, the hidden shadows in our own souls, in order to continue the healing process in this land we now share.

We respectfully ask of you that you make good your pledge of “bridging the gap” between indigenous and non-indigenous Australia, and that the inner work of “healing the soul” is not far from your agenda.  Thank you Mr. Rudd.
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Respectfully Yours,

Mrs. Mairin Campbell

President of ATERC
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